


































Langt mere usikker er de antydninger af en tredie jysk lokalgruppe på samme 
tid, som er givet ovenfor. Det er dog sikkert, at der også i Nordjylland findes 
temmelig mange fund fra periode I; man har blot endnu ikke mulighed for at 
vurdere dem på linie med det øvrige jyske materiale. Derimod er det i dag som 
for 40 år siden et fuldstændigt uløst problem, hvor periode I-fundene på øerne 
(Bornholm undtaget) er henne. Selv de omfattende nye fund fra Fyn, som er 
fremlagt i Erling Albrectsens værdifulde 1. bind af værket »Fynske Jernalder­
grave«, løser ikke spØrgsmålet38

). Der er ganske vist kommet enkelte fund med 
såvel keramik som metalsager af karakteristiske periode I-typer for dagen39 ), men 
de findes blot langs vestkysten af Fyn, d. v. s. de egne, som gennem hele jern­
alderen har stået i nær forbindelse med eller direkte været en del af det sydøst­
jyske kulturområde; nogle af per. I-sagerne fra Vestfyn er da også af rent syd­
jyske former40

) • 

Nu ligger spørgsmålet om øernes ældste jernalder helt uden for rammerne af 
det foreliggende arbejde; det er blot antydet for at give de jyske lokalgrupper 
en bredere baggrund. Langt senere, i ældre romersk jernalder, kender man til­
svarende lokalgrupper41

) inden for materialet, og fra de nærmest foregående år­
hundreder i yngre førromersk jernalder har de været antydet42

). Nu viser det sig, 
at nogle af disse lokalgrupper kan føres helt tilbage til periode I af førromersk 
jernalder, og at de i flere tilfælde dækker de samme områder som senere hen. 
At bestemme sådanne lokalgrupper i det arkæologiske materiale er et vigtigt skridt 
i retning af at kunne udnytte fundene til kultur- og befolkningshistoriske slut­
ninger. 

SUMMARY 

A Pre-Roman Iran Age Cemetery at Nim in East ]utland. 

In 1953, in the course of digging grave! in a little hill near the village of Nim, about 12 kms. 

northwest of Horsens in East J utland, six graves from t�e earliest Iron Age were discovered. 
Five of them were taken up by the workmen, the sixth (Grave IV) being excavated by members 
of the Jutland Archeological Society. It is, however, certain that the objects discovered, and 
described below, do in faet belong to the graves with which they are here listed. 

The graves Jay in a group near the summit of the hill, at a spacing of about 7 metres. This 
suggests that there were originally low barrows or cairns over each grave, but that these have 
been removed in the course of cultivation. 
Grave /. The pottery vessel in Fig. 1 contained burnt bones, together with two iron pins and 

bronze ornaments (Fig. 3). There were in addition the remains of one or more bronze 
armlets, and a macehead of sandstone, of Stone Age type. 

Grave li must have been a cremation patch containing sherds of the vessel shown in Fig. 2. 
Grave Ill. A pottery vessel with burnt bones. 
Grave IV. An urn-grave surrounded by blackened earth ("Urnebrandgrube"). In the urn lay 

a thin bronze ring, two iron pins, a massive helt-ring of bronze and a bronze clasp with 
double spiral (Fig. 5). The large break in the neck of the vessel must have been in 
existence at the time of burial, as otherwise the large ring could not have been introduced 
into the vessel. 

Grave V. A pottery vessel contained unidentifiable fragments of iron, part of a ring with lug 
and a spiral clasp, together with fragments of armlet, all of bronze, (Fig. 6), and burnt 
bones. 

Grave V I contained sherds of a pottery vessel. 
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All six graves from Nim belong to the first period of the Pre-Roman Iron Age (ca. 500--
300 BC). The objects found are typical for Central Jutland and, despite their unspectacular 
character, form the richest cemetery yet found in the area. The discovery gives us certain 
pointers to the local culture-grouping in the earliest Iron Age in Jutland. The Pre-Roman Iron 
Age in Denmark is now divided into three periods5); Period I corresponds to Jastorf a and b 
in Holstein and Hanover, Period II to Jastorf c and Ripdorf, and Period III to Early and 
Late Seedorf. In Period I a local group can be distinguished in South Jutland and Schleswig 
(Fig. 7), characterized by the large urn-fields (Aarre, Uldal, etc.). Here it is possible to 
recognise an early and a late phase10), the first being characterized by rolled-headed pins11) 

and large helt-rings with lugs (as in Fig. 6 c), the second showing in contrast ring-headed 
pins12 ) and triangular belt-hooks of iron. 

To the north of the local South Jutland group another group, contemporaneous· and equally 
distinct, is found, the Central Jutland (Fig. 7). It is characterized by: 1. small cemeteries or 
single cremation graves; 2. cremation patches and "Urnenbrandgruben" are common (whereas 
almost unknown in the South Jutland group); 3. particular artifacts of metal, including small 
rings with lugs, like Fig. 3 d, and spiral clasps (Figs. 5 and 8; for distribution cf. Fig. 10); 
4. peat-bog deposits, large and small, containing bronze rings24) (Smederup near Odder con­
taining over 350 rings, Falling Bog about 270 lugged rings, etc.); 5. coarser pottery; 6. artifact
types which in the South Jutland group are confined to Period I a apparently persist in Central 
Jutland throughout the whole of Period I. Thus Nim appears to belong, on a basis of the
pottery to late Period I, corresponding to I b further south.

To the north of the Central Jutland group there appears to be a third local group, but its 
components are not yet sufficiently characteristic to permit of closer description. One special 
type may, however, be mentioned, a plate-clasp (Fig. 9; for distribution cf. Fig. 10). 

The three local groups within Period I of the Pre-Roman Iron Age in Jutland appear to 
have developed most clearly late in the period. They are therefore parallel to the J astorf b 
group in Holstein. They appear to develop in all cases out of the much more homogeneous 
Period VI of the Bronze Age. Remarkably enough, the J utland local groups in Per iod I appear 
to correspond geographically to important local groups in the Roman Iron Age41 ). It should 
therefore be home in mind that these later local groups may well have traditions running far 
back into the Pre-Roman Iron Age. 

C. J. Becker.
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1) Horsens Museum Nr. C 157 ff. - For tilladelse til at publicere fundene må jeg takke kgl. bygnings­

inspektør V. Nom, Horsens. - Tegningerne er udført af maleren Henning Ørsnes-Christensen, København. 
2) F. eks. J. Brøndsted, Danmarks Oldtid III (1940), fig. 4 (Mørup, Vejle amt) og fig. 5 (Sepstrup, 

Skanderborg amt). 3) Anvendelsen er ukendt. Lignende stykker er fundet i grav 50 og 71, Aarre (Aar­

bøger 1894, s. 184, fig. 36) og en grav fra Gl. Asmild, Viborg amt (Viborg mus. 6363); de to sidstnævnte 
er dog af jern. 4) Konservator U. Møhl-Hansen, Universitetets Zoologiske Museum, København, har ven­
ligst undersøgt de brændte ben for eventuelle dyreknogler. Der fandtes kun rester af menneske. 5) For 

Danmarks vedkommende se C. J. Becker, Den tidlige jernalderbebyggelse på Trelleborg. Nordiske For­
tidsm. IV, 1 (1948). - Samme, Die zeitliche Stellung des Hjortspring-Fundes. Acta Archaeologica XIX, 

145 ff. - Samme, Førromersk Jernalder i Danmark. Aktuelle problemer. Finska fornminnesforen. tidsskr. 

LII, 1 (1951). - 0. Klindt-Jensen, Foreign Influences in Denmark's Early Iron Age. Acta Arch. XX. -
Samme, Bronzekedelen fra Brå. Jysk Arkæologisk Selskabs skrifter III (1953). - E. Albrectsen, Fynske 

Jernaldergrave, I Førromersk jernalder (1954). - Det bemærkes udtrykkeligt, at den diskussion, som 

enkelte punkter i de ovenfor nævnte arbejder kunne give anledning til, ikke vil blive fortsat i forbindelse 
med nærværende artikel. 5•) For Sverige og Norge se litteratur i beretningen om VIII nordiske arkæo­
logmøde i Helsingfors 1951 (Finska forum. tidsskr. LII). Hertil C. A. Moberg i Acta Arch. XXV, 19 ff. 

og Erik Nylen, Die jiingere vorromische Eisenzeit Gotlands (1955). 6) J. Brøndsted, Danmarks Oldtid III, 
s. 14 (med ældre litt.). 7) Herom er enighed i nyere danske arbejder (se Becker, FFT LII, s. 42 og 
Klindt-Jensen, Brå, s. 47). 8) En sådan opfattelse ligger bag forf.'s senest formulerede inddeling fra
1951 og deles såvidt ses af Klindt-Jensen 1953 og Albrectsen 1954 (se de note 5 anf. arb.), svarende 

til nyere tyske arbejder (G. Schwantes, Die Jastorf-Zivilisation. Reinecke-Festschrift 1950, s. 130. -
A. Borchling, Archaeologia Geographica I, 4, s. 49. - W. Wegewitz, Die langobardische Kultur (1937), 
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